
THE REALITY - WHAT SWIM SCHOOLS SAY ABOUT CHARGING VAT 
ON SWIMMING LESSONS (AND THIS IS JUST A SMALL SAMPLE)

0ut 
VAT

“It very much shouldn’t 
be chargeable. Especially for the send 

kids we teach. It’s a 
huge huge cost.” 

“Due to the overriding 
cost of paying VAT with 
pool hire rates increasing 
it’s not financially viable 
to continue if it continues.”

“It would increase the 
ability of parents to 
afford lessons, swimming 
is a vital life skill, we 
would be able to provide 
a greater output in our 
community.” 

“We had to limit our swimmer numbers to 
stay under the flat rate VAT threshold but as 
a result we then couldn't keep up with pool 
hire, staff pay rises etc. so had to up our 
price which then meant we tipped over the 
flat rate threshold. We are now trying to 
boost numbers to pay for the increased VAT 
without having to pass the extra on to our 
customers, which is worrying to have to rely 
on large numbers of swimmers and trying 
to grow during the cost-of-living crisis.”

“Most things for children 

are vat free even clothes 

so why charge them for a 

life saving opportunity.”

“We currently stay under 

the VAT threshold and haven't 

increased prices because we 

want to offer more swimmers a 

chance to learn to swim. If we 

go into VAT then we will have to 

increase prices and pass the VAT 

onto customers and this will 

mean unaffordable lessons in 

the current climate.” 

“Learning essential 

life skills shouldn't 

be taxable.”

“Extortionate business costs that have to be 

passed on to client meaning expensive 

lessons. Overheads are so high now that 

it is impossible to pay teachers a good wage, 

even as business owners we are taking 

significant pay cuts to just keep the 

business running. Corporation tax and VAT 

are killing our business.  The rising costs 

mean we either have to put lesson prices 

up or close.”

“To help the parents 
afford the price.”

“VAT on swimming lessons 
means that families in 
depravation cannot 
afford lessons even 
with benefit discounts 
available.”

“VAT has crippled my swim 

school for 5 years and 

it’s time to close soon if 

it’s not addressed.”

“It isn't just children that 
are suffering, adults have 
less access to swimming 
and swimming lessons, 
which then has an impact 
on mental health and 
physical health.”

“We are ready to 

close down because 

it’s taking all our 

money.”

“We live on an 

island surrounded 

by water. Yet there are 

too many drownings. 

We all need lessons 

and to tax these 

seems silly.”

“Hardly any schools provide swimming 

lessons now. Two schools in my area in the 

last two years have demolished their pools 

as “too expensive to run”, meaning I could 

not run my lessons from them anymore and 

school children who couldn’t afford my 

lessons also can’t learn to swim. Something 

needs to be done regarding VAT on swimming 

lessons, swim school owners could then 

run affordable lessons for all.”

“Swimming is a life 

skill so cost should 

not be a barrier. Too 

many people die from 

drowning every year 

in the UK.”

“Since becoming VAT registered, this has been 
the biggest stress and concern in ensuring 
the future of our Swim School. I strongly 
feel that Swimming Lessons are an integral 
part to a child's development, especially in 
regions like ours next to the sea, and the 
government should be supporting private 
enterprises in supporting children's learn 
to swim journey.”

“We currently stay under the VAT threshold and haven't increased prices 
because we want to offer more swimmers 
a chance to learn to swim. If we go into 
VAT then we will have to increase prices 
and pass the VAT onto customers and this 
will mean unaffordable lessons in the 
current climate.”


